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CENTENARY OPEN 2013

Across The Road, Peter Clossick

14 May-7 June 2013

In 1930 the roof garden of London’s famous department store Selfridges was given over to a
London Group sculpture exhibition where prestigious members such as Henry Moore and Barbara
Hepworth exhibited alongside the work of emerging artists. This is just one inclusive show in the
illustrious 100-year history of The London Group, the UK’s longest running artists’ collective.
The London Group have a long tradition of supporting the work of emerging artists through their
flagship event, the biennial open. Historically, these shows were seen as exhibiting opportunities
for visual makers who had been thought of as minority status artists: young art students, women
artists and those making work without commercial gallery patronage.

The golden age for the open submission came after the war. These exhibitions were huge. In the
November 1952 exhibition, 360 works came from open submission. Again in the 1980s the shows
had very high status again with three large exhibitions at the Royal College of Art Gulbenkian
Galleries. The 1990s Opens were held at the Concourse Gallery in the Barbican Centre with the
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Jenni Lomax, Louisa Buck and William Ling. The last Open was held in 2011 and had a positive
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effect on the careers of its winners as ever:
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Installtion view, McCafferty

“Winning the Arcadia Missa Prize was an honour
and great surprise. It brought support and
credibility to my work and practice. This year, as
the image of my winning sculpture was used to
promote the 2013 London Group competition, I
have had a greatly appreciated second wave of
exposure.” Adeline de Monseignat
‘It is important to The London Group to support
artists early in their careers by offering them
opportunities to show their work, it gives them an
important boost in our tough world.’
Susan Haire, President 2013.
The submissions period for the Centenary Open
2013 is now over, and there has been a recordbreaking number of entries this year. Artists from many parts of the world and in all media, from
painting to digital art have submitted work. Artists send in images of their work and contact
information with the work being selected on the basis of their images only. No CVs or namedropping is permitted. The selection committee in 2013 is headed by guest selectors Jane England,
Director England & Co, Artist Bruce McLean and Critic Nicholas Usherwood. 76 artists have been
selected to show work with 61 London Group members at two exhibitions to be held at The Cello
Factory in Waterloo, in May and June where the winners of over £5000 worth of prizes and a solo
show are decided.

About London Group
The London Group was formed in 1913 by thirty
two artists from The Camden Town Group and
English Vorticists, including Robert Bevan, Henri
Gaudier Brzeska, Jacob Epstein, Duncan Grant,
Wyndham Lewis, Lucien Pissarro and Walter
Sickert, with the aim of creating an important
artist- led independent exhibiting body to counter
balance the power of institutions such as the
Royal Academy. Since its earliest inception, the
organisation has been an integral force in the
growing and supporting of diverse and emerging
artistic talent across Britain.
The founding group created a structure for a
democratically-run organisation with a written
constitution and a mentoring and exhibiting
programme that has gone on to support the
careers of many of Britain’s best-known artists.
Craigie Atchison, Frank Auerbach, Frank Bowling,
Mary Fedden, Elisabeth Frink, Terry Frost, Barbara
Hepworth, David Hockney, L.S. Lowry, Henry
St George, Albert Irvin

Moore and Graham Sutherland are among hundreds
of British artists who, from their post- graduate years
through to the height of success, have benefited from
membership to The London Group.
Contact Hannah at Artsinform for a list of the exhibiting
artists hannah@artsinform.co.uk
14 May - 24 May: Exhibition Part 1
28 May - 7 June Exhibition Part 2
The Cello Factory 33-34 Cornwall Road Waterloo,
London, SE1 8TJ
Prize Winners announced

Vortices, Kihara

Solo show for winner

Full list of awards and prizes for
this year’s Open:
Centenary Open Prize:
Prizes worth £5000, plus a solo exhibition at The Cello Factory

The Moich Abrahams Prize for most innovative work:
First Place: £1,000, Second Place: £250, Third Place: £100

Chelsea Arts Club Trust Stan Smith Award for artist under 35: £1,500
Winsor & Newton Materials Prize for painting
and drawing: £750
Sculpture Prize awarded by Jeff Lowe: £550
John Jones Prize: £500 services from John Jones
Patrick Gorman Prize: £350 worth of photographic services
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Press Contacts:
Jessica Wood and Hannah Ball at Artsinform Communications.
Tel: 01273 488996, email: jessica@artsinform.co.uk

The London Group Centenary
Programme.
The London Group has an exciting programme of exhibitions and events throughout 2013.
www.thelondongroup.com
www.facebook.com/pages/The-London-Group/174205442652268

